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Communication and Language is a PRIME AREA.



Communication and Language is the key to enabling children to 
achieve and provides the strong foundations for future learning. 



What do we do at school to support your child’s 
Communication & Language development?

• promote a language rich environment and ethos
• adults narrate children’s imaginary play
• adults ask questions, but not too many 
• adults model correct speech sounds and grammar
• adults use phrases such as ‘I wonder if...’ to extend their 

thinking
• adults repeat and extend language ad give children reasons 

and a desire to talk.

• free-flow environment for the children
• adults & children move fluidly around the environment
• adults model the qualities of a good communicator 
• adults are in the environment ready to capitalise on 

opportunities to engage children in conversation







How do we know if you child needs some 
extra support? 

• WellComm Screening – GL Assessment
• Children are screened during Autumn 1 of Reception 

(they may have been screened at nursery already).
• Questions and puzzles that assess their vocabulary, language 

and understanding

• Teachers use the Wellcomm score to see where the 
children’s understanding is in months.



How do we know if you child needs some 
extra support? 

• If needed, teachers provide resources for you to work on 
with your child at home.

• If needed, interventions in school also happen to support 
your child’s understanding and language development.

• Children are screened again in Summer 1 of Reception to 
track their progress. Any support children need, 
continues into Year 1 and beyond.

• Children can be screened again in Year 1 if necessary.



Marksheet



What can you do at home to support your 
child’s Communication & Language 

development?

• Look at your child when you are speaking with them so 
they can see your eyes, lips, teeth and tongue moving.

• When playing and exploring together, use phrases such 
as:
• I really want to know more about…
• Maybe you could…
• I wonder why…
• I’m thinking about…
• You really made me…
• I like the way you…
• So you think that…
• I don’t know, what do you think…
• You might like to…



What can you do at home to support your child’s 
Communication & Language development?

• Enjoy spending time together.
• Share a book
• Talk about your child’s day
• Have dinner together at the table
• Play together e.g. lego, shops etc...

• Repetition of stories, words, phrases etc...

• Add new words

bin

yellow
wet

t-shirt

big
blue



Use lots of sound effects and funny voices when readying together.

BOOM!

GGRRR

THUD

THU
D

THU
D

ZAP!

toowhit! toowhoo!

woosh

miaow

squeak squeak

UH OH

YIPPEE!



What can you do at home to support your child’s 
Communication & Language development?

• Sit face to face when talking/playing.
• Reduce distractions as much as possible.
• Phones, radios, the TV, iPads in the background can 

make it difficult for children to concentrate.





Read
Listen

Talk
Share
Enjoy





Any Questions? 
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